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			WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO MAKE US REMEMBER?

1 But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the spices they had prepared. 2 And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they went in they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by them in dazzling apparel. 5 And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead? 6 He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the third day rise.” 8 And they remembered his words, 9 and returning from the tomb they told all these things to the eleven and to all the rest. 10 Now it was Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James and the other women with them who told these things to the apostles, 11 but these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them.

Introduction
1. Last year Resurrection Sunday, we considered the phrase “As he said…”  in regard to Jesus prophesying that He would rise from the dead. Jesus had made clear that He was going to be killed – and they heard that part of the sentence – but He also made just as clear the point that He would rise from the dead on the third day. They had forgotten or never really heard or processed what He said regarding His resurrection. 
2. If you were here for the early service, we observed the women in this same text move from utter despair, believing Jesus to be dead, to the opening of the door of faith just a crack, that maybe, possibly, He could be alive, and then finally, the door is thrown open, at least for John, when he saw the grave clothes and believed that truly Jesus had risen from the dead.  But such unbelief and doubt should never have happened. All the women and the eleven had to do was remember what Jesus said and believe that what He had said was true! 
3. Now the close followers of Jesus knew who He was. In fact, Peter had declared in Matthew 16, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” There was no objection from the others! They agreed. And in that same conversation, Jesus announced His coming death and resurrection. From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. All they had to do was remember what He said. But they apparently did not remember.
4. That brings me to the question, “What does it take to make us remember?” This was not just a problem for the disciples in the first century. This is a problem for disciples of Jesus today, disciples like some of us. If we just remembered what He said, our lives would be very different. Most of our fears and anxieties would be gone, if we only remembered and believed what He has said. Let’s follow this a little and see where it might lead. Let’s start with the theme question. 
I. WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO MAKE US REMEMBER? 
A. Does it take shock, surprise, bewilderment (like the tomb being open and empty), or some unexpected event in our lives before we remember what Jesus has said? 
1.	I was making the point in the early service that the women had gone to the tomb to fix whatever it was that the two men had probably messed up or failed to do in regard to preparing Jesus’ body for burial. 
2. 	Clearly the women were going to the tomb to find a dead body. If you are going to a tomb, that’s probably what you would expect to find. But when they got there, the tomb was open – not what they expected – and there was no body in it – they checked! That also was not at all what they expected! 
3.	When we act without remembering what Jesus has said, eventually, something is probably going to happen that has the capacity to jar that memory out of the storage compartments of our brain! What does it take? Does it take shock, surprise or bewilderment to make us remember? They were certainly shocked, but they didn’t remember yet. The door, however, is ajar! 
4.	Sometimes when a crisis occurs, while we are in panic mode, something we were
	taught from the Scripture makes its way into the front of our memory. Is that what it takes to make us remember? 
B. Does it take a supernatural revelation/message, some intervention by God, either providential or miraculous, to make us remember what Jesus has said? 
1. When the Bible presents angels appearing to people, they come as men and at least sometimes they are not recognized as anything other than men (i.e. Abraham – Genesis 18; Hebrews 13:2). We know they were angels from the parallel accounts, but Luke identifies them only as men in “dazzling apparel.” He doesn’t say “angels.” Whether the women knew they were angels or not we don’t know, but  we can say that they were scared out of their minds! 
2. The message from these strangers was clear – “Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen.”  The women were seeking the dead among the dead and they fully expected to find Jesus in the tomb, dead! The supernatural message from the angels was calling into question why the women were even there! 
3. Hearing that statement surely made them realize that they had made a serious miscalculation. And then the angels said, “Remember how He told you…”  What does it take to make us remember what He has said?
C. Does it take a challenge from God’s Word (Does it have an effect on us)?
1. I already mentioned the Matthew 16 passage. When Matthew says, “From that time on…” he was suggesting that Jesus continued to tell His disciples what was going to happen including His resurrection on the third day. At least three more times Matthew recorded Jesus making this clear:  Matthew 26:31-32 – Then Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away because of me this night. For it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee. Matthew 17:22-23 – As they were gathering in Galilee, Jesus said to them, “The Son of Man is about to be delivered into the hands of men, 23 and they will kill him, and he will be raised on the third day.” And they were greatly distressed. Matthew 20:17-19 – And as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside, and on the way he said to them, 18 “See, we are going up to Jerusalem. And the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and scribes, and they will condemn him to death 19 and deliver him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified, and he will be raised on the third day.”
2. The angels say, “Remember how He told you.”  Clearly, they didn’t, but with this reminder of Jesus’ words, it was starting to come back! What does it take for us to remember what God has said? God has said much to us about almost everything we might face in life. He has supplied wisdom and encouragement and provision and promises and counsel and power and perspective. What does it take to make us remember what He has said? 
3. The text tells us in verse 8, “And they remembered his words…” That’s the breakthrough we were looking for. The shock and bewilderment, the angelic announcement, and the reminder of Jesus’ own words to them worked together to bring them to the place where they remembered His words. That sometimes happens to us. We are depressed or discouraged or terrified or anxious or devastated or perplexed – and then something from Scripture pops in our minds, challenging these responses, calling us to trust the Lord, to believe in Him. Has that happened to you? It’s wonderful when we remember, but we are not there yet. We haven’t arrived. Once we remember, things will change.
II. WHAT IS OUR RESPONSE WHEN WE DO REMEMBER?
A. There is a revised mission and a new motivation – The resurrection made the original priority – moving the stone, opening the tomb and rewrapping the body, obsolete. In this case, it was impossible to proceed as they had intended. That stuff all pertained to the dead. He was now alive! The resurrection of Jesus affects our behavior, our motivation, our desires – today, when we remember. That was precisely Paul’s point in 1 Corinthians 15. Because Jesus has risen, we abound in the work of the Lord and we are steadfast and immoveable in that work, and what we are doing based on Jesus being alive is not an empty pursuit. Quite a bit of the stuff that occupies my time and energy really is pointless when I remember what God has said and done!  As I remember my motivation and my mission are overhauled! What did the women do now that they remembered? They…
B. Go and tell – regardless of the response or opposition from those who will hear their news. When we remember what He has said, when we remember that He is alive, the conversation changes! The disciples didn’t remember. It took the same things as in the first main point to make them remember. What are we telling? He is alive! It’s time to leave the graveyard and announce resurrection life! If we are going to remember His words, we need to know who He is. 
C. [bookmark: _GoBack]Luke omits one thing. Actually, all four Gospel writers omit this one thing, that is crucial to the account. Do you know what it is?  They omit the actual account of the resurrection. If you’re looking for it, it’s not there.  Matthew gets closest, but what He describes came after Jesus exited the tomb!  There are no verses in Matthew, Mark, Luke or John that explain the resurrection.  There’s no description of it.  Why? For one thing, no one was there.  No one saw it.  But, the fact that it happened, is obvious.  How it happened is inexplicable and known only to God. Everything the women were going to do was changed by the news that Jesus was alive. All that mattered now was making that known! (They still hadn’t seen Him yet)! 
Conclusion
1. What will it take to make us remember what God has said in His Word. For starters, before we can remember something, it needs to be experienced. If we don’t know His word, we need to become familiar with it. If we don’t know Him by faith, we will never believe what He has said. That’s where we start. 
2. As we go through the experiences of life, before we act, we need to consider what God has said. What we do as believers should be directly affected by what we know and remember about the Lord Jesus, who He is and what He has done. 
3. The fact that He lives and that I belong to Him because He has purchase me and rescued me, my motivation is to please Him (we were bought with a price; therefore, we are to glorify God in our bodies). We will give an account some day for our actions (we will all stand before the judgment seat of Christ), but it is the love of God that “constrains us” to action. If we remember His word, we understand that when we endure hardships we know that “what has happened to me has served to advance the gospel” (Phil. 1). And, “we know that all things work together for good…” (Rom. 8). Because He is alive, we don’t grieve as others who have no hope. When the devil attacks, we stand firm, having taken up the armor of God. We rejoice in tribulation – not because we are masochistic, but because we are representing Jesus well. Whatever gain we have, we count as loss for the sake of Christ. We live as citizens of another country – as citizens of heaven, so we are able to “let goods and kindred go.” All of these things and dozens more we can and will do when we remember! 
4. The last letter the Apostle Paul wrote was to Timothy – probably written no more than a few months before Paul was beheaded for his faith in Jesus. His counsel to young Timothy was this: 8 Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the offspring of David, as preached in my gospel, 9 for which I am suffering, bound with chains as a criminal. But the word of God is not bound! 10 Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.
5. Paul remembered what God had said, and it made a difference in everything he did. O that we might remember what God says!   
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